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From the chair ¢é

| hope this year 2010 has started happily for you all, and will continue so.

| am really excited about the prospects for the p ark this year. In Dec  ember
2009 the c abinet accepted the recommendations o f the Verulamium
Heritage Park s teering group for a number of projects (see pages2-4). We
have waited a rather long time for action. However, the building of the
Labyrinth G arden, installation of a outdoor fitness centre for all ages to use

without charge and improvements to the lake are all in sight. So three big

hurrahs for that!

Many of us | think have been pondering on the issues raised by the
Copenhagen summit and what action we can take. | know that most of the

things we do are infinitesimal in their effect on clima te change but it is
what we can do. Therefore, such things as the replanting of fifty trees and
reinstatement of the new hedge are important. This brings me to appeal

again for sponsors  for donations for the trees in the park and to alert you

to the chance to take part in the planting of the next length of the new

hedge. See our programme on the back cover .

Another activity which | hope you will support this spring is our 8 " annual
litter pick. Picking up other peoplesi |itter
and one from which much can be learnt. Please would you round up all

your family members on March 7 " and take part. We will be inv iting you to

share your thought s with us after the event.

Thank you all for your support and care for Verulamium Park last year. |
hope that you will once again renew your subscription. An early renewal is

much appreciated by our treasurer and membership secretary. | shall close

on a reminder to the lady (name not to be revealed) who told me in August

2009 that her comple  ted subscription form was still on the fridge magnet.
Please send it off straight away!



Late news: a speedier system for 2010?

The t hree main agencies responsible for Verulamium Park are St Albans

City and District Council (SACDC), the Environment Agenc y (EA) and
English Heritage (EH). This complex structure does make e xpediting a
project difficult. The p  lanning process is already underway to develop a
number of park projects such as the Labyrinth Garden at the m useum
entrance, plant nearly fifty new tre es and for the installation of new
recreational facilities. These and most other planned changes require the

council to make special applications to English Heritage for permission. The

purpose of this procedure is, of course, to protect the archaeology an d its
setting. It is worrying, however, that often reports at council meetings of

plans involving such applications are prefaced by apologies for delay for

which EH seems to have a significant role.

Simon West , the District Archaeologist, advised me that at the beginning of
November 2009 the application process was changed. Applications will now

go directly to EH to decide , largely bypassing the Department of Culture
Media and Sport. | very much hope this does speed up the process and

that permiss ion to plant new trees will come in time for the spring planting

in 2010, and the other improvements , will get underway speedily.

Happy New Year!
Madeleine Sansom

MEETINGS AND NEWS

Progress in the p ark ?
Tony Mason

The steering group formed to manage the lottery bid, and headed by
Councillor Donald , was maintained after the bid failed in order to allocate
funds t o the p ark. Now working as the Verulamium Park  Heritage Project
steering g roup (VHPP) it consists of politicians, ¢ ouncil staff including park
management, age ncies working on behalf of the c ouncil and various

community groups, one of which is the Friends of Verulamium Park (FVP).
The general thrust of ou  r position at these meetings has been to lobby for
attention to general housekeeping issues in the p ark, principally the state

of the large lake.

The VHPP has used the list of works included in the lot tery bid, described
now as the Verulamium Park Master Plan , as a sort of check list, with each
element bei ng costed, discussed and accepted or rejected. The total value

of works which would have been undertaken had the lottery grant been



appr oved was £2.5m. The VHPP now has an overall budget of £200k capital

and £100k revenue for the year 2009/10 and £67k capital for the year

2010/11, making a tot  al of £367k over the two financial years, some

14. 7% of the original pl an. FVP6s understandir
is additional to the normal maintenance costs.

th

The final proposals were made to the VHPP on September 11 and
confirmed, albeit in a less detailed way , in a c ouncil cabinet meeting on
December 8".

The works, which have to be completed or be in hand by the en d of March
2010, are as follows:

Improved e  ntrances and the Labyrinth Garden

A budget of £20k is available for signage at entrances at the Fighting

Cocks, Belle Meadow, King Harry Lane, Holywell Hill and St Michaels. A
further £10k is available toward landscaping the area known as the
Labyrinth Garden adjacent to Grebe House, the rem aining site of the old
zo0; a further sum of £9k is being sought from Lafarge UK as part of the

landfill scheme.

Heritage and ecological i nterpretation

The initial budget for an interpretation plan was £120k. This would co -
ordinate the design throughout t he park. Surprisingly , only £10k has been
granted this time, a sum which will achieve little given the restricted

budgets now available.

Audience d evelopment

A budget of £75k is available and will be used to provide an open access
exercise centre on the s ite of the grass tennis courts. This item has
received planning permission and awaits (December 2009) English Heritage
consent. The total cost is £150k and 50% is being funded by a sportswear

firm. There is no menti on of the refurbishment of the t oilets at the end of
the large lake.

Lake and river e nhancements
The original budget for this item was £500k.

This item ha s always been, and remains , the Friends 0 biggest concern for
the p ark. Th e apparent impasse between the council and t he Environment
Agency concerning the movement of fresh water from and to the r iver Ver
continues to be a real threat to the continued health of the | akes. Our view
is that a long term solution will only be achieved if the Environment Agency
fully embraces the regulation of the condition of the water in both lakes

and the river Ver, as if they were one.
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However, £100k is available for moving silt in the large lake to the area
adjacent to the bridge separating the small lake from the large lake. Once
the silt has been moved reeds will be planted and water will flow from the
small lake through the silted area. | should emphasise that no detailed
specification is available at the time of writing but we understand the
reeded area will comprise some 25% of th e surface area of the large lake
and will assist in purification of the water. We also understand the
Environment Agency may consider allowing the proper interchange of
water between the river and lakes if the water quality in the lakes improves
as a resul t of this work. They are also asking for improvements to the fish
ladder by the Fighting Cocks but no budget is available for this.

A further £5k is available for maintenance of the trees overhanging the
river Ver. This work is delayed because it has beco me subject to a report
concerning the impact on bats and other wildlife.

Cycle r oute

No budget is available via the VHPP for a dedicated cycle route but the
council is talking to Herts County Council and the City Vision project about

this issue. Herts H ighways has already prescribed a route running from
King Harry Lane along the side of the golf course and out onto Holywell Hill

via Westminster Lodge. The lack of clarity on this particular item probably
reflects the strong feelings which exist on this is sue.

In conclusion we note that these works still leave £147k unallocated and
we understand that in straightened times budgets are always liable to be
reduced o r withdrawn. The p ark was , however , created in such a moment,

largely by poorly paid unemployed labour ers. We owe it to them and the
City of St Albans to above all maintain the health of the | akes they created
for us.

Tony Mason

Verulamium Park Forum
Thursday November 26 2009

This meeting of the park usersd groups meets tw
manager.

The main items onthe a genda were proposals fo r work in the park made to
the c abinet at its meeting on December 8 " as reported above.

Westminster Lodge rebuilding
Please see page 8.



Councillor Burton reported that the project is on schedule and within

budget.
The public consultation has been comp leted and a report made to the
cabinet. A planning application is expected in  January 2010 with

completion timetabled for  the spring of 2012.The old leisure centre will
then be demolished and the work completed on the landscaping and car

parks.

The landscaping will be based on a Roman theme with an amphitheatre

and a piazza. The landscaping plans for the new car parks have ye t to be
developed.

The trees on the site have been surveyed and assessed with some

scheduled to be cut down and new trees planted.

John O6Conner, the grounds maintenance contra
and depot relocated.

The Abbey Theatre representat  ive had some concerns such as security,

interim car parking plans, loss of particular trees and the proposed service

road to the rear which could limit the future development of the theatre.

He was in discussion with Julie Simpson, the project manager, and thought

that talk and compromise would resolve the issues in this very complex

development.

The park manager, Jim Bennie, presented his report and management
programme for 2009 /2010. The main issues were

The grounds maintenance contract

Jim Bennie has had regular meetings every four to six weeks in the park

with Committee members of FVP who reported on their surveys of the work

done in the park by the contr aBeepage 8dohn OO6Con
our monitoring report.

The contract supe rvisor for Verulamium Park, who left in July 2009, has yet

to be replaced.

Anti -social behaviour in the park
PCSO Caroline Davies reported that behaviour in the park during the
summer months had improved due to the police presence, both in uniform

and in plain clothes. The afternoon emptying of
reduced Ilittering. The park rangerds radio wa
ranger is not expected to deal with anti -social behaviour but to report it.

The radio is also linked to the CCTV camera S.

Foll owing the closure of JO6Cds depot, the rar
near the changing room at the museum entrance. FVP suggested the

cricket pavilion by the childrenés playground

FVP asked that the felled tree trunk in the Abbey Orchard be moved within
sight of the CCTV camera on the Abbey roof so that people gathering there
could be observed.
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The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)

The RSPB had returned to the park during November following a very
successful visi t in the spring. They inform ed the public about feeding
garden birds in winter and provide information on the ill effects of feeding

bread to the wildfowl on the lake. The RSPB will return in the spring 2010.

Jim Bennie was investigating the possibility of fixing a camera to one of the
heronds nests so that the public can

Hedge andtree planting
See page 18.

The plan to plant 47 new trees in the park has been submitted to English
Heritage (EH) by the museums director, Chris Green. Their response is still
awaited. FVP complained about the continuing delay and asked for action

to be taken to stop this procrastin ation in the hope that trees may still be
planted this winter (2009/2010).

Jim Bennie welcomed the sponsorship of trees as memorials or to mark
celebrations. The sponsored trees would have to be sited as set out in the
plan, and of the species recommended for that site.

The Labyrinth Garden

Progress on the garden has been delayed as a geophysical survey needs to
be done to map the underlying archaeology. A suitably qualified company
is ready to complete the work but a licence from EH is awaited. After this
done the detailed design can be worked on. The good news is that £9,000
sponsorship has been obtained by the council from Lafarge UK for the
garden.

Play areas

A new roundabout has been installed which can also be used by disabled
children.

Planning permission for an outdoor exercise centre for all ages has been
approved by the council, and an application is with EH.

Litterb ins

Jim Bennie plans to survey the provision, design, condition and capacity of

all bins (litter and dog) by December 2009. FV P have offered to help with
this. The information will be used in an application for funding.

Pathways

The path by Grebe H ouse has been repaired.

Some of the edges of the Causeway need reinforcing to prevent collapse,

for example, the area behind the lake loos. Another area which is at risk is
the responsibility of EH. Jim Bennie is preparing a programme of works and
costings, and will then advise EH.

see

every



Belle Meadow

The council is pleased that Strutt and Parker, agents of the Gorhambury
estate, are seeking permission to cut back two of their trees which
overhang Belle Meadow in a rather worrying way , and to replace the
boundary fencing. It was suggested that EH permission will have to be
sought for this work.

River boundary and overhanging trees

Plans to raise the canopy of the trees which overhang the river by cutting

the lower branches have been delayed. The trees need to be surveyed by
the trees and woodlands officer as many have preservation orders. A bat

survey is also required. These works need to be done by February 2010
before the coots start to nest in the river. FVP questioned if this was a
realistic objective. Jim Bennie thought that

that Councillor Donald was trying to move the matter along.

Mother -a-goose and bird feeding signs

The ten farmyard geese who escaped the successful spring re -homing
operation, and now increased to fifteen, are to be re -homed this winter.
Jim Bennie is considering new notices to dissuade the p ublic from feeding

the wildfowl, and particularly from feeding bread. FVP reported that three
of the six Quackersnacks notices are now submerged and suggested that
any new notices should alert the public of the dangers of pollution and
proliferation of rats.

Maps
New maps of the park to inform and guide visitors have been designed and
will be displayed on notice boards.

The next meeting
Thursday March 25 ™, 7.00pm, at the Civic Centre offices. Members of the
public may attend.

Madeleine Sansom
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The N ew Westminster Lodge Update

view from Mud Lane

Foll owing Julie Simpsonds (SACDC Project Ma n «

Friends in May there has been a public consultation. Consequently there

have been changes t o the design and layout of the leisure ¢ entre and its
grounds. These have also affected some of the items mentioned in my
article in the Friendsd6 September News |
to the Friends and other interested bodies on December 10th by Julie and

the architects. | have not i ncluded all the changes here, just those which

affect the park or are particularly significant. Full details are on the
council 6s website www.stalbans.gov. uk.

In order to maximise the views of the park and the A bbey the overall
height of the ¢ entre has be en reduced by 3 metres creating a building with

a maximum height of 13 metres.

The max imum pool depth of both pools has been increased to 2 metres
when the floors are set at their lowest position.

Pool spectator accommodation has been increased to 250.

The p o oithedsscentres and west facing b istro all look ontothep  ark.
The car parking facilities extend almost to the athletics track.

Paths will cross various open spaces and parking areas serving the new
facility. We reminded the c ouncil of the need to remind cyclists to dismount
where these paths exit into the p ark,

This same path is intended to encourage pedestrian ac cess from Holywell
Hill to the p ark.
The area currently occupied by the park c ontract or is to be redeveloped by

the council, although no indication could be given as to the nature of this
development.

The architects were unable to give the exact number of car parking spaces
which w ould be finally available. The p olice pointed out that there were
insufficient coach sett  ing -down and picking -up bays provided in Mud Lane.

etter.



English Heritage consent is required before the development goes ahead
and Wessex Archaeology will undertake 12 trial digs on the western side of
the development.
There is some slight slippage in the original timetable, with work now
planned to start at the end of 2010 or early 2011 with the new centre
opening in April 2012. Demolition of the old centre and landscaping will be
completed by September 2012. The planning application will now be made
in Ja nuary 2010.
The consultant landscape architects will talk to members on April 15 ",
Details on the back cover of this newsletter.

Tony Mason

Monitoring of the p ark

We are very grateful to Jim Bennie, the parks manager, for meeting us
every five or six ~ weeks to walk around the park to review its maintenance.
This enables us to discuss problems directly to the officer who can resolve
them. He also updates us on work in progress. He will also visit the park on

a weekly basis from the start of next year. Ou r last visit was on December
11", 2009. We are pleased with the progress that has been made.

The Glossop Memorial Garden

This adjoins the Abbey Orchard by the Abbey Gateway but it is not actually

part of the park. It is one of the hidden gardens in St Al bans and as such is
part of the City Vision plans. The aim here is to landscape the area to
reflect the original intentions of the design. The former rose beds will be
grassed following the original plans by Sir Herbert Baker, the eminent
architect of the late 19 ™ and early 20 ™ century. The Royal Institution of
British Architects has drawings and correspondence on the garden in their
archives. There will be sculptured box plants, one in the centre of each new

turf border with her bs and other plants around the edges by the wall.
Tenders from private companies will be sought. Meanwhile litter and leaves

will continue to be cleared by the contractor.

The Abbey Orchard

The edge of the path near the Abbey primary school is collapsing alongside
lamppost 8 and is dangerous, especially as leaves had not been cleared

from the path. Herts Highways will be asked to repair the path and adjust

the light on lamppost 7 so it shines at night! The contractor will be asked

to trim the growth at the base of the trees by the Gateway as this is where

drink is stored. JB has agreed to finance the Community Service Team to

work in the park for two days with FVP to remove two elderberry trees in

the Abbey Orchard. We suggested that one litter bin should b e placed by
the path opposite the exit from Orchard Street , and another relocated
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from the entrance to Lady Spencero6s Wal
lamppost 10.

Westminster Lodge Field to Holywell Hill

The steps leading down from the Causeway behind the lake loos need
sweeping, the vegetation cut back and some gravel or bark lying on the

path which is very muddy. The whole area alongside the river and the
riverside path is still heavily littered. We sugg ested that a new litter bin be
put on this path. The two sycamore trees sprouting from the pavement on
Holywell Hill need removing and the Environment Agency should be
consulted about cutting the reed bed which was last done in February
2007.

The large b ranch on the willow tree obscuring the view down the river at
The Marlborough Arms has been cut and the v ista is delightful. Thank you,
Jim, for this.  Friends , please go and enjoy the view.

Causeway and |  ake

The county council is responsible for the Cause way as it is a right of way.
They will be asked to fund the repair of the path where it is falling away.

The Roman wall side of the Causeway path has been swept but the ditch

side towards the King Harry Lane end needs redoing.

The piles of large branches thrown into the area opposite the London Gate

k

need making into a proper 6éeco pileodo for

Leaves and litter continue to be left in the lake by the contractor despite

the many requests to have them removed. There are two dead elderberry
trees alongside the corner of the lake at the cross roads end which need
removing. Another litter bin is recommended to be sited near here.

Ther iver
Letters are ready to be sent to riparian owners whose trees overhang the
river (the council i s one of these) informing them that the tree survey has

been completed and work to raise the canopy by removing some lower
branches will be done by early February 2010. They will be invited to
contribute to costs. There will be a watching brief to protect any bats not
detected in the bat survey and small branches will be left at periodic
intervals where kingfishers can continue to perch.

New hedge and Seabrook 0 Field

The change in the contract now obliges the contractor to cut both sides of
the new hedge to prevent it being swamped by nettles and thistles as it
has been to date. JB will ask for the first flush of growth to be glyphosated
too. The area at the bottom of Seabrook 0 $s to be treated similarly and

t

t

o

he

t



eventually restored to a meadow that it was. JB will supply blue bell bulbs
for planting alongside the next length to be planted.

Labyrinth Garden
English Heritage has agreed that a geophysical survey can be done, and
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the specialist company is ready to start. JB will arrange to have the site

tidied while detailed plans are drawn up. More good news!

Madeleine Sansom and Jette Evans

Litter bins in the Abbey Orchard

Litter bins are very expensive to buy. However, the decision has been

taken by the parks m  anager, Jim Bennie to replace the six existing Abbey

Orchard bins with eight new ones. Extra bins are needed to accommodate
the volume of rubbish generated by park users. Time, damp and dogs have

reduced the existing Abbey Orchard bins to a particularly ra ddled and

rotten state.

The FVP committee will donate the relatively large sum of £1,000 towards
the purchase of new bins. Many members are concerned about the litter
problem in the Orchard and this is a practical step to improve the situation

in partner ship with the council. | am aware that our decision is contentious.

The Abbey Orchard is not officially part of the park. The Abbey is supposed
to fund such items themselves. Failing that, the council, who is contracted
only to remove the rubbish, cut the grass and sweep up the leaves will,
they plan to do, take on all responsibility for this expense.

The Abbey Orchard is seen by all who visit it to be part of Verulamium Park

and is a high profile element of it. The Abbey has already major demands

on its funds in maintaining the fabric of the building. Reports in our
Newsletter show that we have never made any distinction between the
Abbey Orchard and Verulamium Park in expending time, energy and effort
in seeking to have this space looked after properly

FVP6s |l ogo will be displayed on two

as

of

template will be designed to say Working in Partnership with the Friends of

Verulamium Park  with the sign affixed to the six other bins together with

the council logo. The comm ittee appreciate this decision as tangible

recognition of FVP&6s contribution

time. Community groups such as ours work hard at no cost to the council
and such recognition is positive encouragement. We hope too that such
recognition will gain new supporters for the park and its Friends.

to

Madeleine Sansom

Ver ul ami
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TREES
a special section

A tree!

Visualise
a 100 year old beech,
almost 20 metres high
and with a treetop diameter
of 12 metres. ltds got 600,000 |l eave
which convert its base of
120 square metres into some 1,200 square metres
of leaf -surface. Due to the physical structure of the leaves
themselves, this amounts to a total surface area
of 15,000 square metres for gaseous exchange, which equals
the area of two foo  tball pitches! On a sunny day, this tree
converts 9,400 litres, ie 18 kilogrammes, of carbon dioxide.
With a carbon dioxide concentration of 0.03% in the air,
almost 36,000 cubic metres of air have to flow through these leaves.
The leaves also filter out many airborne particles
like bacteria, fungal spores, dust and other harmful substances.
At the same time the tree evaporates almost 400 litres of water per day
and in so doing humidifies the air. Furthermore, through photosynthesis,
the tree produces 13 k ilogrammes of oxygen, which equals
the needs of 10 people. Moreover, the tree produces 12 kilogrammes
of sugar on a single day, from which it develops all its
organic substances. Some of these substances are accumulated
as starch, others are used to build up the treeds new wood.
If the tree is chopped down, because it must give way for a new road
or someone has complained about the shade from the tree or just
because the space is needed for a new shed, one would have
to plant some 2,000 new trees,

each wit h
a tree top volume
of 1 cubic metre
in order
to compensate
fully for the loss
of the tree.

Seen at Ayletts Nurseries and included here with their permission



In celebration of friendship and goodwill~
deep Toots and many branches.
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The Tree Book

The Tree Book was
set up by the Civic
Society and SACDC to
record those who had
sponsored trees in the
city.

Jim Bennie , and

Andrew Branch of the
SACDC Trees and
Woodlands section
are happy to hav e the
names of those who
sponsor trees, or who

make donations
recorded .

The Tree Book is on
display in the foyer of
the Civic Centre.

Madeleine Sansom

the new apple orchard

at St Pet er 6s
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Tree felling

Many people are concerned by the felling of large old trees in the vicinity of
the park.

We have recently lost some horse chestnut trees growing on the far bank

of the River Ver, which although on private land are easily visible from the

park. The trees and woodlands department of the council has confirmed

that these trees were suffering from disease i probably O6bl eeding ca
caused by the bacterium Pseudomonas syringae . Whilst it is possible for

some trees to survive this disease those which are badly affected do

eventually die. Unfortunately the disease is currently increasing in this

coun try particularly in the south. More information about tree diseases can

be found at www.forestry.go.uk

Flo Stone



http://www.forestry.go.uk/
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TALK, MULLED WINE AND MINCE PIES

A n ew exercise area ?
November 12 ™, 2009

Leanne Douglas, community development o fficer, SACDC, gave an exciting
presentation about the possibility of a new outdoor physical activity area

for Verulamium Park. The council is currently working with the district
archaeologist and English Heritage , and hope to make progress on the
proposals in the near year.

Members of the committee visited a similar development earlier in 2009
and were very impressed with the equipment and with its attractiveness.

More information in the next Newsl etter

Christmas drinks at the Inn on the Park
Thursday December 10 2009

Mulled wine and mince pies were enjoyed by over 30 Friends and guests.
One again thanks to Tony and Hilary Mason , who organised this event. We
should also like to thank Wendy Hoo per and her staff at the Inn on the

Park for their help
Janet Ouston

é



