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From the Chair  -  Madeleine Sansom 
The decision by the new SACDC Council to apply for 

Green Flag status next year is pleasing. I  trust  that  the 
previous  planning work from the Verulamium Heritage 

Park Project will be subsumed in the Green Flag applica-

tion together with  the Management Plan which is integral 

to it. Green Flag sets a national standard and to have our park audited on a regular 

basis against this criteria is reassuring. It would be most unfortunate if the Wood-

land Walk, signage and development of the Labyrinth garden were all to be lost in 

the inevitable reduction of expenditure which is to come.  

The Councilôs decision to defer work on the lake for a further two years and their 

agreement to facilitate cycling through the park are particularly troubling. Daniel 

Chichester-Miles, the Portfolio holder for the park is sanguine about the 

óimprovedô appearance of the lake. This has been assisted by heavy rainfall and 
low temperatures. However, while time continues to pass the silt accumulates and 

the two islands continue to sink.  

The degree to which cycle routes through the park impact on the pedestrian park 

user will be determined by their location and design. Proposals  for cycle routes 

are being worked upon now. Therefore it is essential  that your  views are  under-

stood  by the Council and our petition is fully supported.  

Last autumn  the Council gave unanimous support to our thousand signature peti-

tion to plant trees in the park. This autumn is the time for their  commitment to be 

honoured. FVP is now organized to carry out volunteer work in the park.  Please 

give your support if you are able. We must exert ourselves on all fronts during 

these difficult times. 

 

From the Editor  -  Tony Mason 
 

Firstly let me apologise for the rather ópacked-inô nature of 

this Newsletter, as a result I have not had room to publish the 

accounts for last year, but they will appear in the January 
edition. We have had a busy summer in the Park capped by 

the sudden surprise of the cycling issue. We need to find out 

what actual Park users feel about this controversial issue, 



which if carried in its basic form, will alter the nature of the Park forever; I per-
sonally puzzle over the premise that just because we have failed to provide cycle 

routes elsewhere park users should have their sanctuary disturbed in this way.  

There is an old saying  ñLitigation breeds lawyers and lawyers breed Litigationò; 

the same can be said of litter louts breeding litter. However this summer we have 

made progress, thanks to the Council and their contractorôs prompt and timely 

clearance of litter hot spots.  For the first time busy weekendôs litter has regularly 

been cleared promptly, breaking that vicious circle; the Park has looked better 

than it has for years.  Nevertheless this same priority clearing has left concentra-

tions of rubbish in the quieter quarters of the Park and we shall be doing our best 

to clear these in our first ever Autumn Litter Pick on Sunday 30th October, please 

do give us your support on the day.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dancing in the Park on a summers day in 2011 

Cycle paths  through Verulamium Park  -  The Friendsõ Position 
A petition was presented to the Councilôs Chief Executive on  27th June with 
1,085 residentsô signatures stating ñI would like to see cycle routes across Verula-

mium Parkò. The  motion, forwarded to the Council by Councillor Daniel Chich-

ester- Miles and seconded by Councillor Julian Daly, proposed that òThis Council 

notes the need to support sustainable transport... it endorses the principle of work-

ing in partnership with Hertfordshire County Council to provide east/west and 

north/south cycle routes in Verulamium Park subject to appropriate consultation 

with residents and taking into account the safety of all park usersò. This proposal 

was carried. The north/south cycle route will pass from King Harry Lane-
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Verulam Estate via the Abbey Mills and Abbey Mill Lane and thence to the city 

centre. The east/west route will pass from St Michaelôs to Westminster Lodge and 

on to Holywell Hill. What is the position of FVP now that this statement on the 

principle of cycling in the Verulamium Park has been made? We continue, as 

previously stated to support the building of two new paths specifically designed 
and dedicated  for the exclusive use of  cyclists with pedestrians continuing as 

before in their use of the existing footpaths. We are opposed to the use of the ex-

isting Causeway path, which passes from King Harry Lane to the Fighting Cocks 

and the Long Path, which enters via the Museum car park and passes the chil-

drenôs playground and Adizone to Westminster Lodge, being converted to dual 

use for both pedestrians and cyclists. At its crudest this conversion will be 

achieved by painting a white line down the centre of the path and directing cy-

clists to one side and pedestrians to the other. FVP opposes this as a solution. The 

creation of two new cycle paths for cyclists exclusive use will be costly in money 

and time, but no more so than the addition of recent facilities such the Splash Park 

and the Adizone. Turning the existing paths to use for both cyclists and pedestri-

ans is inexpensive and quick.  
So, why oppose this solution? Verulamium Park, a large, quiet, semi-rural , se-

cure place is a  refuge for many from the City which surrounds it so closely, 

providing freedom for us all to walk, amble, or run confident in the knowledge of 

our safety. The presence of cyclists on the same path will erode pedestriansô sense 

of security and replace it with a permanent feeling of apprehension. Is this the 

experience park users want? So, what to do? We recognize that the Council is 

committed to providing cycle paths through the Park. Our energies need to be 

focused into demonstrating to the Council the views of actual park users on how 

this is to be achieved, or if it is to be achieved at all. We will therefore organize a 

petition in the Park in the coming weeks to provide information to the Council 

with the request that they consider its findings. The petition will ask park users to 
respond to one of the following: 

 

Option 1: I am opposed to any cycling in Verulamium Park. 

Option 2: I want to have two new and separate paths built by the Park for   

cyclistsô exclusive use (north/south and east /west). 

Option 3: I want to have the existing paths (north/south and east/ west) made                                      

for use by both pedestrians and cyclists. 

 

The SACDCôs officer who is forwarding the cycle plans intends to have them 

ready for consultation by the spring. It is important that you make your views 

known at your first opportunity to the Portfolio Holder for the Park (Daniel 

Chichester Miles, and to your Ward Councillors(s), and sign the petition. We 
shall be in the park in early October taking your views.   Madeleine Sansom 
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Cycling ways through the Park  -  the mechanics  

Option 1 (blue route) avoids the potential dangers the steep gradients of the 
Causeway offer but there is a huge challenge at the Fighting Cocks area, as cy-

clists join the throngs of pedestrians 

concentrated in this area. Solutions to 

these problems might be found by a 

simple bridge across the river and on 

into Abbey Mill Lane and by a barri-

er which forces cyclists to dis-

mount and continue through 

the area pushing their bikes. 

Clear signage will be essential. 
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Discover the Ver  -  Anthony Oliver 
The Ver Valley Society, Hertford-

shire CMS and others have spent 
the last year or more planning and 

preparing the new Ver Valley 

Walk. This consists of a through 

route the length of the river and 8 

loop walks, each of which incor-

porates a section of the through 

route. Rough surfaces have been 

resurfaced, bridges rebuilt, seats 

installed at strategic spots, new 

way marking installed and 9 col-

ourful descriptive leaflets printed. 
One of the loop walks is around Verulamium Park and one of the seats  is by the 

river near the stepping stones. (This beautiful unique hand carved seat can be 

found on the ówalkô as it drops away from the Causeway close to Fighting Cocks 

area. Go to http://www.riverver.co.uk/pages-walks/walks07.html  -  Ed) 

 

Priority Setting Meetings   -  Tony Mason 
This is the new name for the old Ward Police meetings we have attended on a 

quarterly basis for many years. Hosted by Waitrose, Police officers report on 

crime levels in Verulam Ward which includes the Park and we are able to put our 
concerns directly to them. The April meeting, which of course followed a period 

of low activity showed crime in the Park at a low level with no Anti Social Be-

haviour (ASB) reported in the Abbey Orchard and the Vintry Garden. The Park-

ing issues on Blue House Hill  continued to be an on-going problem and remain 

unresolved. Interestingly we were advised there is no legal prohibition of skating 

on the Lakes. It was agreed that ASB in the Park, Abbey Orchard and Vintry 

would remain a priority for the Police.  The July meeting painted a different pic-

ture with drunken behaviour returning to the Vintry Garden and the Abbey Or-

chard. Unfortunately the number of Police patrols had diminished in these areas 

and litter louts were unlikely to be prosecuted. Fortunately the Councilôs contrac-

tor, John OôConnor was doing a good job keeping both areas as litter free as could 
be reasonably expected. The Council still had not reported back as to the position 

regarding parking on Blue House Hill (we too have tried to get the Council to tell 

us exactly what is going on here, but to no avail - Ed) Finally the Police advised 

the meeting that Hertfordshire was among the first in the country to introduce the 

ó101ô dialling system to report low level crime and this number should certainly 

be used by Park users where applicable. 
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Efforts to re-instate the tree line along the Boundary of Seabrook  Field have not been 
supported by the Council this year and by September the saplings are struggling. 

 

Work in the Park  -  Madeleine Sansom 
We continue to meet at six weekly intervals with the SACDCôs officer  responsi-
ble for Verulamium Park and are appreciative of  their time. 

Nik Khan the officer with whom we have liaised for the past year left the Council  

in June. We understand that Gillian Read will take over this responsibility from 

September 2011. Gillian was a committee member of the óFriendsô up until her 

appointment to the Culture and Community Development Department in 2010. It 

is good to have someone who has experience of both organizations. Daniel Flit-

ton has been our link in the interim period. The notes below are an update on  

Park matters. 

The appearance of the Museum park entrance should be improved by the follow-

ing three measures. Firstly, the nettles on the site of the projected Labyrinth Gar-

den will be treated and killed, a topdressing applied and the ground sown the 

with summer meadow seeds. A metre grass verge will be laid. This is a short 
term measure to improve the appearance of the site; work will start in December 

2011. Secondly, the hedge in front of the St Michaelôs changing rooms and toi-

lets is to be removed and the area landscaped, possibly with some raised beds; 

work is to start in the autumn 2011. John OôConnor, the principal Council con-

tractor for the Park, now has responsibility for the maintenance of the car parks 

and in particular the litter collection there, which has been problematic in the 

past. 

A hedge is to be planted in the spring of 2012 along the boundary fence with 

Darrowfield in Belle Meadow, at the St Michaels entrance. A metre wide strip is 

to be left between the fence and the hedge to enable control of the nettles. FVP 

will contact Strutt and Parker, the estate managers of the Darrowfield site and 
request their help in dealing with these nettles. The Trees and Woodland officer, 
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Andrew Digby together with the District Archaeologist, Simon West have identi-

fied the positions of twenty sites where memorial trees may be planted. These 

sites are shown on  the map on the Councilôs web site:  

 

 ww.stalbans.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/landscape-and- countryside/
sponsoratree.aspx  

 

Twelve trees will actually be planted this autumn and the site advises that further 

successful applications received before the end of September will be planted in 

the Autumn.  

The Causeway path is to be resurfaced and the edges which are falling away due 

to subsidence will be buttressed. The County Council will pay for this work. The 

hawthorn hedge which borders the lakeside path near to the lake loos is over-

grown  with elder.                                                                                                 Our  

Plans are being considered for removing the elder and improving the hedge line. 

The cost for replacing the paving York stone slabs stolen from outside the 

Fighting Cocks will be Ã1,000. The money is available; it is hoped that the bol-
lards can also be replaced. 

The Bye Laws are in the process of being revised with the first draft completed 

and going to officers for consultation. They are based on the Governmentôs model 

with amendments to suit local needs. Decisions will need to be made for the Park  

about such things as kite surfing, BBQôs and of course cycling. 

The parks department plans to make a Green Flag application for March 2012. 

This will include a  ñVerulamium Park Management Planò for the next four to 

five years. It will detail what is hoped will be done in the period rather than an 

unrealistic ówish listô of projects. The Green Flag annual audit will ensure that  

progress is made or the flag status will be lost. The application for Clarence Park 

may be viewed on the Councilôs web site at http://www.stalbans.gov.uk/leisure-
and-culture/parks-and-green-space . The Verulamium Park application will follow 

this model. 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Cricket in the Park - September 2011 

http://www.stalbans.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/parks-and-green-space
http://www.stalbans.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/parks-and-green-space
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Friends of Verulamium Park , Chairõs Report to the Ninth AGM on Thursday 19th May  
8.00pm 2011at St Michaelõs Parish Centre. 
 
Good evening and thank you for attending. I want to start by looking  forward to the weeks 

following this AGM with your having  elected the members of the FVP Committee as proposed 

on the Agenda. The Committee will then complete a game of musical chairs with a redistribu-

tion of responsibilities. In describing to you what is involved you will see the contribution of  

committee members to the work of FVP. Tony Mason is standing down from Committee having 

joined in May 2005. As Vice Chair  he has  brought an incisive and critical  intelligence to the 

Committee, practical support to our work parties in ditch clearing and hedge planting. He has 

been stalwart in attending the meetings of theVerulamium Heritage Park Project, the Forum 

Meetings and the regular Community Police meetings. Tony has been responsible for the excel-

lent FVP leaflet which informs the public of our work and produces the publicity posters for 

events. In an effort to increase support for the annual litter pick in March (attendance by the 

Friends was rather sparse) Tony organized the purchase of litter pickers and bag holders. As you 

will have seen in the thirtieth edition of the Newsletter Tony is our editor  taking over from 

Janet Ouston. The Newsletter is of immeasurable importance to the Society in its capacity to 

inform, provide opportunity to involve and influence. I am very grateful for all Tonyôs work and 

his continuing contribution as Editor. We have yet to find a Vice Chair for the Society.  Upon  

joining  the Committee in May 2005 Janet Ouston  and took over the publication of the Newslet-

ter  and I reiterate Tony Masonôs comment that she,ò took the publication to a new level of qual-

ity and contentò. Janet will continue to manage the website which she set up  and which is vital 

is projecting the society  in  the wider sphere and,  with the monthly  notices , enables   Friends 

to stay involved. Janet has agreed to take over Richard Blossomôs role as Treasurer following 

this meeting . No Society can operate with any degree of effectiveness without professional 

standards of money management and promotion. We are indebted to Janet for this work. Rich-

ard Blossom has been our Treasurer since our founding in 2002, this is a long stint of duty at his 

desk with calculator and cheque book for which I am very appreciative. I am delighted that 

Amanda Jefferies who is currently a co-opted member has agreed to stand and take over respon-

sibility for the Membership and collection of subscriptions. In addition Amanda has agreed to 

organize the distribution of the three Newsletters throughout the year. Staying on top of all the 

minutiae is pretty demanding. At this point may I thank once again the little band who do the 

final  task of distributing the Newsletter . That things get done is because PEOPLE  do them. Jill 

Singer has also agreed to become a full member of the Committee and will take over Janetôs 

task of Committee Minutes Secretary. Most of us are of an age to know the importance of hav-

ing an accurate record of what we are at! Both Amanda and Jill are in the Park regularly with 

their dogs and so bring watchful eyes to what is happening there. Anthony Oliver who has on 

occasion described himself as a ñgeneral committee dogsbodyò is seeking re election. I wish we 

had a whole pack of such dogsbodies. Anthony has attended  FVPôs six weekly  meeting with 

Nik Khan  the SACDC officer with whom we liaise on park matters to review the  work in hand. 

Anthony has done much to look after the  hedge in Seabrooks and worked to recruit new mem-

bers.The  wonderful transformation of the Glossop Memorial Garden  overlooking the Abbey 
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Orchard  is Anthonyôs achievement   resulting from a capacity to impel interested groups  to 

action in the minimum of time. Neither The Glossop  nor the Abbey Orchard  are officially part 

of  Verulamium Park but both have been of concern to FVP. For the past eighteen months An-

thony has represented FVP  on the ñDiscover the Ver project ñ .The project is now complete 

with a long distance footpath created along the Ver with eight  different  walks looping from it , 

number six  is through Verulamium Park. The  very beautiful new bench  near the Causeway is 

part of the Ver walk, Congratulations to Anthony. Tudy Hill is  much engaged with the Abbey 

community  has  agreed to remain a co opted member of FVP  thus enabling us  to remain in 

contact with our neighbour so to speak. Her enthusiasm and commitment  to environmental 

matters are of great value to us. These then  are the people behind the Societyôs standard activi-

ties all of which you  should be conversant from your Newsletter. I want  however to  have you 

note the special  happenings  of last year. Firstly, the thousand signature petition organized  by 

Richard  presented to the full Council in November which  focussed  their attention on the  woe-

ful neglect of the parkôs trees  and   elicited assurances  to which we will hold them . We shall 

continue to agitate,  get new trees planted  and  nurture those that óself seedô  Secondly , the 

publication of the booklet on ñVerulamium Lake and Park 1927 to 1934ò by Janet Ouston  and 

the  group . You may purchase a copy in the interval for Ã5 ! Thirdly, the opening of the Adi-

zone in the winter, a project which FVP supported from the outset.  Waitrose  is shortly to do-

nate  Ã530 to FVP as part of their Community Matters Scheme .We are  most appreciative of 

their generosity and all the customers  who voted for us with the green tokens. Looking now to 

the future what is the outlook ? Mixed I think. We have a new Cabinet and Portfolio holder for 

the park  Daniel Chichester-Miles and a new  Verulam Ward Councillor, Dursan Altun.  Thank 

you for coming  to our meeting this evening .I do not know  what their approach to the Park  will 

be. Our policy is to be  as constructive , critical when needed and challenging  when the occa-

sion requires . Councillor Donald  the previous leader of the Cabinet and the two Portfolio hold-

ers Sheila Burton and Anthony Rowlands appreciated the value  of  Verulamium Park to the 

community and set out  plans  for maintenance and  improvements  with money set aside for  

schemes   under the umbrella of the Verulamium  Heritage Park project such as the  Woodland 

walk, signage, lake  and Labyrinth  garden. I  thank them for this work and wish to see the plans 

realized. I sincerely hope that  the District Archaeologist Simon West will shortly be inviting us 

to  take part in the  community volunteer programme to  excavate trenches and  investigate the 

depth of the tree roots in  Upper Darrows. Furthermore I hope that the Tree Map will be pro-

duced very soon so that Simon can rule about the planting of trees in Westminster Lodge area . I 

am somewhat concerned that the demographic profile of the Friends is rather too much like 

mine, rather wrinkly and grey. We need to recruit more Friends and so build a bank of new    

ideas, skills and  enthusiasms on which to draw. No committee member is a permanent fixtures 

or irreplaceable. To end on a positive note I must say how really pleased  I am that FVP is going 

to be able to organize our own volunteer work parties . The work programme has been agreed 

with SACDC , Richard  and another Friend have done the leadership training, I am going to the 

First Aid course at the end of the month, provided we operate within the protocols laid down we 

have insurance and liability cover. Be an active Friend and join us.                                           

MS 19.5.2011    
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A Walk in the Park with District Archaeologist Simon West - 
Tony Mason 

 

On a pleasant evening in July our small 

but keenly interested group of members 

met at the steps of the museum to meet 

the district archaeologist. After Simon  

had introduced himself and explained, 

slightly apologetically, that archaeology 

these days was funded largely from 

contributions from developers through 
the planning process, we headed into 

the Park. Simon wanted to point out and 

discuss aspects which had in some way 

provided evidence of the Parkôs long 

history. Here are few snippets from his 

talk: 

As we walked from St Michaelôs Simon 

pointed to the patch weed engulfed land 

between the car park and the Inn on the 

Park which is proposed as the site of the 

Labyrinth Garden and pointed out that 

that óLabyrinthô was a Greek word and 
might be considered inappropriate for a 

Roman City! The only known sign of 

human activity underneath this patch 

was a drain running from the adjacent 

building, which had cracked and possi-

bly would need repairing before devel-

opment! 

Simon went on explain that manage-

ment of the woodland area of the Park lies with English Heritage and the rest of 

the Park is with the District Council, but English Heritage permission has to be 

obtained before any disturbance can take place. The Park is a óScheduled Ancient 
Monumentô and recognised as one of the premier sites in England.  

The first signs of any occupancy have been dated at between 25-15 BC, which 

makes the settlement at Verulamium older than Colchester. It was not until 69/70 

AD that Watling Street reached the City. Until then Verulamium would have act-

ed as a tax point for the Roman state but continuing with its Late Iron Age tradi-

tions. Then between AD 80 and AD100 the Roman City began to take shape. The 

Simon West explained that archaeology 

in our Park can be found from a mere 

15cm beneath the surface. Here, during 

the lake excavations in 1930 traces of a 

Roman floor can be seen. 


